Tri-primer PCR can distinguish free and cloned viral DNA in a single reaction.
A polymerase chain reaction based method is described which distinguishes free and cloned JC virus (JCV) DNA in a single reaction. The method utilizes three primers and amplifies DNA fragments of two different sizes, one specific for free and another specific for pBR322 cloned viral DNA. The procedure was used to simultaneously detect the presence of free and contaminating cloned JCV DNA in brain tissues.